The validity of Mepraia as a genus has been controversial. Created to accommodate Me. spinolai, a triatomine bug with alar polymorphism, it was included in Triatoma, but was validated again 5, 6 , and its reinclusion in Triatoma 4 was recently proposed.
The genus Meccus was synonymized to Triatoma 7 and revalidated, because of its exaggerated size, compared to Triatoma, great width of conexivum, and differences in the structure and shape of testicles 8 . This revalidation was corroborated by molecular analysis 9 , but the genus was again considered as non-valid 4 .
The revalidation of Nesotriatoma as a genus 9 , and its inclusion as a subgenus of Triatoma, was proposed 4 . If the last proposal is accepted, the three-letter abbreviation for the name of this is proposed to be "Nes.", as described in previous studies [1] [2] [3] . The presence of numerous monotypic genera and the need for careful evolutionary analysis warrant meticulous studies on population structure and genetic fl ux 10 . Considering the current controversies on the phylogeny of subfamilies, new abbreviations, as described above for the mentioned genera, may be used by workers who prefer to accept the genus status.
Because of the low probability of reference to both Culicidae and Phlebotominae in the same publication, no precaution, with respect to the use of similar abbreviations, is necessary, as exemplifi ed in a previous study 1 . For Culicidae, only Limatus (Li.), Psorophora (Ps.), and Trichoprosopon (Tr.), would have similar abbreviations 3 ; these genera occur in the American continent, where most species of Triatominae are found. For Phlebotominae 1 , such coincidence occurs only for Hertigia (He.), Micropygomyia (Mi.), Phlebotomites (extinct) (Pt.), and Psychodopygus (Ps.).
Thus, we propose that the judicious and consistent use of abbreviations for the names of genera to avoid ambiguity in the literature.
